Dr. Wallace J. Swan, PhD.
June 7, 1938 - December 5, 2017

Dr. Wallace J. Swan, 79, of Murray, passed away on Tuesday, December 5, 2017 at his
home.
Wallace was born on June 7, 1938 in Brooklyn, New York to the late Mitchell John Swan
and Charlotte Richards Turner. Mr. Swan proudly served his country in the United States
Air Force and was a Professor of English at Murray State University. He earned his PhD.
from the University of Florida.
In addition to his parents, Professor Swan was preceded in death by a son, Geoffrey
Swan.
Surviving him is his wife Kathy Lyons of Murray; a son, John Swan, wife Carol, of Virginia;
two daughters, Wendy Swan of Asheville, NC and Angela Lyons, husband Cris, of
Puryear, TN; a sister, Charlotte Morgan, husband David, of Sun City, AZ; five
grandchildren, Katie Swan, Kendle Swan, Peter Swan, Andrew Swan, Evan Teeters and
two beloved cats, Tucker and Sasha.
A memorial service will be announced at a later date.
Online condolences available at www.imesfh.com. Imes Funeral Home & Crematory,
downtown Murray is in charge of arrangements.

Comments

“

To Kathy and all of the family--Jamie and I send our kindest thoughts and deepest
sympathies. Wally and I arrived as professors in the English Department at MSU in
the Fall of 1967. He was the first of the "new guys" I met, and I liked him immediately.
That was 50 years ago. In all that time he was a treasured friend. He was a
supportive colleague and a heck of a good poker player. Jamie and I have fond
memories of parties and the good times that we spent in his company. He was our
friend, and we will miss him.
Roy and Jamie Helton

Roy and Jamie Helton - December 14, 2017 at 01:59 PM

“

I remember Dr. Swan as a kind gentleman and person of great intellect. I was in both
his 101 and History of the English Language classes. I learned so much in both and
consider it an honor to have been his student.

Teresa Rose - December 13, 2017 at 03:59 PM

“

Kathy ,
So sorry to learn that Wally had died. Although sometimes infrequent, we always
enjoyed running into you all and catching up. He was such a trooper--as are you. He
and Willy could always talk motorcycles and sailboats 'til the cows came home.
Please have someone let me know about the memorial service. I sometimes go for
weeks without seeing the paper, and out here I'm pretty much out of any loop.
My condolences to the rest of the of the family. He was a truly special man.
Big hug, Susan

susan hart - December 11, 2017 at 10:11 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. Swanny was greatly respected and will be truly missed.
Skip and Tracy Hamra

Tracy Hamra - December 09, 2017 at 06:13 PM

“

Dr Swan was a wonderful teacher! I took a couple of classes with him in the 1970's.
He was such a great Monthy Python fan and had such a great sense of humor. He
will be missed

Bridget Murphy - December 08, 2017 at 08:04 PM

“

Kathy,
I was lucky to see you and Wally a few weeks ago, Wally for the last time. He was
my valued friend and colleague for over forty years, always fair-minded and
dedicated to his discipline. He saw straight through sham and pretense. He was a
good man. My condolences to you.
Mike Miller

Michael Miller - December 08, 2017 at 05:23 PM

“

I had classes under Dr. Swan and later he became a customer of ours at the Book
Rack. Always enjoyed talking with him.

Johnna Smith - December 07, 2017 at 08:15 PM

“

In the early '70s, I enjoyed immensely his lectures on literature and the many lessons
he taught me on the pool tables at the old Crazy Horse Billiards. He will be missed.

Thomas Vaughn - December 07, 2017 at 04:18 PM

“

Wallace (as he demanded we call him) was special to me. As a Lit major (back when
he was Dr Swann) I could listen for hours as he recited Olde English. It was a treat.
Every class was a treat. He was crazy about his grandson Drew, and gave an open
invitation for us to come and see his remote airplane emporium. Kathy, you took
good care of him, and I am so thankful for our good visit a few weeks ago. Our
thoughts are with you.

Molly Rogers - December 05, 2017 at 07:04 PM

